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Yhe point CIf esnt*ntirn in *tris clebatc

As this comn:iftee ecnsiders Senate Bili 490, r.ire must focus on the primarrv eluestion to be asked in this ilebate :

"'When Does a Humaa Being's Life Begin?" This question ean be ans.,vered eonelusi".iel.v in scientifi.s ten:rs.

There is a diverse aray cf religicus, philoscpHeal, and social cpinicns cn this subject, but it is crlr objeet to set

before you the unambiguous scientific facts"

ijnfortunately, ycu will rareiy find the question of when trife begins debated in seie*1ifir: ter'ms. it is impcilarrt
to be circumspect tc iiientiS; and avoid the "srnoke and mirrors" in this eiebat*.

lVhat the tlebate is pg]L about

This debate is not priirarily about:
1. Personal autonomy * "1have a right to rn,v own personal choices""
2. Wornen's rights - "I have a right to do what I want r,vith my or'vn bcd,v."
3. What's most beneficial fbr women * "An abortion of an tinr,vanted pregnancy is best for my career, m,v

relationsl'rip. my'"ve11-being, etc." or o'An abortion of my pregnancy caused rne great emotional distress

and illness."
4. The right to privacy
5' Subjective and arbitrar,v calculations on the value or qualitir of another human life
6. Hormonal contraception. IVF, or miscalriages

As proof, I offer the following argument: If soineone w'ere to argue that they have a right to tetminate their one-

day-old infant because "I have a right to my orln personal choice" or "This will help my career and irnprove my
health" or "lt's unr.vanted and unloved" or "I have a right to privac,v-" hotv tt,ould yau respond? Not one of us

r.vould concur r.vith these justifications lbr terminating a one-day-old infant. If lve ra,'ere convinced that, in fact.
the human Jbtus isjust as alive as the intbnt lvhose life -vou would defend. then we rvould not accept these
justifications for aborting huma*fetu.rss any more than n'e r.vould accept them for aborting one-day-old ini-ants.

This proves that the question to lv-hich we must give orr attention is "Wben Diies a Human Being's Life
Begin?" Issues of perscnal autonomy, \.vomen's rights, privac,v rights, and pragmatic consideratii:ns are "smoke

and mirrors." distractions from the real issue.
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rvhat rn".e dcn't kno-*" We kncrrr thai

aborticn en<1s a human's liie. 1};'e do n*t klc",t, if
h*:r:elonai eoutraeeprion rfu-,qs {i"her,; iir"e g*o,1
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Ttris'i:i1i wcr-rld nct afibe,t Assisied Reprodr-ietivc
Techologies iike IVF" or miscar{iages. This is an
absiird ciaim ihat the opponents of the Ferscnhood
Amendment are claimtng. It is not an honest
assessrient" 'fhis bill wcutretr not eriminalize inadveiteni
or ace idenial ioss of iite any mcte than ph-vsicians are
aiready proseeuted for inadvertent, aeeiciental loss cf
an infant's litb under their eare"

When does a person's life begin?

I am aw.are of the narure bv r,i,-hich lve listen

Acc ord i ng to the r,rniversal l-v-ac cep tecl live
seientific criteria lhat define 1ife" she's been alive
for 5 r.r,eeks. Her ireart has been beating her own

blood t),pe since 2i days alier conception ancl

measurabie brain waves could be documentecl as

earl-v as 40 ciays atter coneeption" (Moore &
Persirud, The De::eloping Lluwtttt" p"310: Dr. l:1.

Hamlin, Lilb ar Death by EEG. .Iotr''na/ of the

Americow ],ledical Assn. , Oct.12. i 964, p. 1 13)
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ricfensivell' to such claims as i,vhen life begins. alr.va-vs measuring r,vhat is said by v,hether cr not it c lienges

our view's Ln abartion. Lei me chalienge Jach'c,f yo.r to keep uoip*rt mind as you lveigh the scientilic
evidence.

WLat is "lif"e?" The Busics of'Biolog.v, a scientific
textbook for elernentar.v students, gives {ive
characteristics of iiving things (as do ail public
elementar,v sc ience textbooks).

1. Living things are highly organized.
2. A1i living things have an ability to acquire

materials and energy.
3. All living things have an ability to respond

to their environment.
4. A1l living things have an abiiity to

reproduce.
5. All living things have an abiiity to adapt"

If we lvere to trace 1'our existence to when your
life frrst began. when you were first highl)'
organized. r'vhen -vou cor-rld frrst acquire and
n'letabolize nutrients and ox-vgen. when You could
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Fiorn this inlrrleni of ihe cns*t *f i:ioicgir:ai d*,,'clcpn:e;:i, iiie i;eing i't highi;' *i"gani;:eii'- lhf sex. ha:r anrt si''ili

c*ior. anC f.a.eia,l leai:,ir.-:s are ai;,:arlrr-deterlr:ine,3. frcin 1liis m*n:eni. the being has ihe ability i* atqr-1lrs

ii-rareriais and energy'. has ti:Le abilit!'tc responil tc iris *r iier en.,,iloarneff. and has the abilit.v ta reprcd::ee iil.re

r:ells diviii'e. thei-r. rJivirle agaln, cte., and l-rarring pathclcgy anci pending reproduetlve maiurit,v ha'i'e the pcier:tial

in renrnrluce cther rcembers of the spi:e les.) tt*n-l;vlng things do ti*t co these tirings. El'en be.fo-r* the mother-"."r, -'f .-" .- --r

is aware that she is pregnant, a distinet. unlque lii* has begun his or hcr exlstene*.

The ne'w huinan i:eing is rrot a pari of the moitier's bcdy" bui is a distirrct living entit.v tl:ai is depende'it upon ihe

mother for nutrition" Sinee r,viren rioes a reprcclneti.rely mature rvonlan's bcdy have male genitals? l\'ic ari:iffar.v

milestone after this point makes us any more human or a1ly mare atrive.
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Ei-qht rveeks alive

The experts answe r...

Quotes from famous, weli-knolvn physicians r,vho testitred on April 23-21,1981. in a Senate Judiciarv

Subcommittee hearing on this subiect:

The "Father of lVlodern Genetics" lvho identified Dorvns S,vndrome as Trisom,v 21, Dr. Jerome Leieune, M.D",

Universit,v of Descarte, Paris:
"To accept fhe fuct that ctf{er.fertilization hus taken plctce {t net lzL.snnn has come into being is no longet

ct mttlter o.f'taste ar opinion... it is plain expertmenlal evidence""

The "Father of In !,irroFertilizaticn." Dr. Lanilnim Shettles, N{.11. Professor of Obstetrics & G.vnecology at

Colurnbia University's Ccllege of Physicians and Surgeons, and Director of Research at the Ner'v York Fertilitv

Research Foundation:
"Crsnception canfers liJb ctnt{ rttakes that li{e one tsf a kintl."*

Iti**
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\'iost of the accompanyin:r inlraulerine phohrgraphs l,v.;re takcn
r-tnder tlit rlile ciiun af Prolisscr Andre,i Ska',vina of Colle siurn
N4edicunr Jagielionian l-lniv., Krakorv. Polarrii, ard Antoni
ill arsinek, M.D" o 1' the Czei'rviakot'ski Gvnecological anil
Obstetrics llcso." I{rakory. I'oland

Dr. N{eCarthy de Nlere, M.D", larv prclbssor" Liniversity of Tennesses:

"X'he exacl moylx!:nt a,{tke heginning af persanhood and of the hurncrrt ht;dy is Gt the tnomeftl ai'
conceptian""

Dr. tr{ymie Gordon, }i{"11., Chairrnan of the Department of Genetics at the iVla-vo Clinic:
" By all tlze criterict oj madern m{)le#tlzr biology, life is present .irom lhe wzotnent of conception. "

Dl. Alfred Bcngiovaani, M"D", University of Pennsylvania School of N'ledicine:
" I um na tnore prepared to say tltut th"ese early s:l{tges represent un incomplete hurnan being than I
wauld he ta scr.,- that tke child prior to the tlrsn'tittic fficts of puberg, .." i:c not o humuvt being."

Dr. L'{icheline Matthews-Rath, lvl.D.. Frofbssor at I{arvard Universit,v Medical College:
''Each indi,-idnttl laas a very neot hegiraning. at
conceplion."

Dr. Matthe lvs -Roth gave c ontlrming testimony, supported
by references fiom over 20 embryolog-y and other medical
textbooks that human life began at conception.

Lifb E ducational Reprint. 1965 (revealing the scienrific
consensus at the time) stated: "-fhe birth of a human life
really occurs at the moment the mother's egg cell is
fertilized by one of the 1'ather's spern cel1s."

ll'i I I i am s Ob :s tr e tr i c s textbook, Sixteenth Editio n, stated :

" Happily, we have enteretl on ero in v;ltich the fetus con be

righfully considered and trestetl os our secontl patient.
trYho woilcl have dreamed - e,-en a.fbw yettrs Ggo * tltttt we
coild serve the "felus as a physician " (&om the Pretirce)
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.,vitir tne fusloxl of their pronuolei, . airci :.'1'lc mrngiing *i tirelr ,i:iri'tn:iusuriie:: tu {ir^iil ti il'i-i"j- ceii' ihls 'li;lillze el

ovirnl" knowc u,, u r-3,p,r.,;r,is a large cllpicici eeli ihai is ;ire r;egt;.utti:ig lia in.ltaa i;crlg." il',"loci'r. F'eilti 'ii-',

Essez;iiuls ,t;.'f i {i;nzan E;i..hryr;lcgy. Totonlc; ts.C" }i;ckc:- Ir:e ., 1 988- ;:,2.}

"Aithcugh iir::rran iifb rs,r eLlnlinuo{ls p,ir}Lressi fertilizatlln is a criti*ai ianiintr,rk beeause. unde.i ardina"t,v

eircurnstanecs. a new" genetieaii;i Cistinet human orgariisin is thereby fbr:"li:d"" {O'F'airi11y- Ronan and }''{iiiier"

Fabiala" Fltmtcin Eynhriology ctnt{Tez'*tolog1,.'2n6etiiti*n. }ievr Yai"k: Wile.v-Lrss" 1996^ i:p. 8,29;

"Almcst ail higher animals start their iives ti*m a singie eei1, the teCiiized ovum izyg*te)""". 
-fhe tirne ci

fertilizaiion represents the starting pcinl in the liii: hlstor;r, *r oalogeny. cf th* individual." iCarlsoir, Err:ce M",

I'tttten's Fazmiatians o-/ Etnb*;r:ologv-,6th edition. Ner'', 1'ork: l,tleGra'"1-Liii1. 1996" p'3.]

Cr-iginal Hippoeralie oarh, 460-377 8"C.. stateri: "1wili neitiier givc a deadly drug i* an,vbocly if askeel ltlr it, n*r

wiii{ make a suggestic::r to this etTeet. Si.milariy, { will not give fil a woryla,n an aborli','e retnedy'"

Conclusion

5"8. 490 is a la-lv that is long *rierdue. {t
eatches up r,vith the advanees of rnedisal
science and brings state leadership into
compliance with state constitutionai
cbligations" It is supported throrigh tl"ie

limitaticns that the Lj.S. Ccnstitution plaees

an federal power. Montana is eonstitutionaliy'
and morally responsitrie for protecting tlle
innocent through the administraticn of j ustice
:vithin 1,or"rr jurisdiction, and the fl:deral
govemment is lirnited to specihcally
enrimerated po$'ers and thus, should let.troLr.

N.{ontana should respect the Goil-given rights
of ali within yotir border and stop the killing
of the innocent through abcrlion. Gcd help
you.

Flease do not hesitate to contact me if ,vou
have any questicns. Piease visit
rvwrv.ProLifePhy''sicians.org tbr more
convincing evidence that life begins at
conception.

l)r. James P. Johnston. D.O.
Dir., Assn. of Pro-Life Physicians

't "Conceptinn" truditi*oltry h*ieferred to fertilization, when sexual leproduction produces a new hnman being.

Nevertheless, the term has mutated in the medical literature anii "fertilization" is the more accurate contenlporary term fbr

the onset of biological developrnent in sexual reproduction.


